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From: Helen Bond

Sent: 24 January 2023 17:51

To: Matthew Brown

Cc: Planning; Harbour Master

Subject: FW: New comments for application 76256

Attachments: Photo 1 Fence Hight comparison.jpg; Photo 2   Mesh style fence.jpg; Photo 3

Suggested planting area..jpg

Dear Matthew and Planning

Please see our comments below in relation to the Conservation Officers Comments;

The main rational behind the fence in the first instance is to meet with the requirements of
Safeguarding of children, young people and adults at risk.
The main principles of safeguarding are

-Empowerment. People being supported and encouraged to make their own decisions and
informed consent.
-Prevention. It is better to take action before harm occurs.
-Proportionality. The least intrusive response appropriate to the risk presented.
-Protection. Support and representation of those in greatest need -Partnership. Local solutions
through services working with their communities -Accountability. Accountability and transparency
in safeguarding practice

We have already received several enquiries regarding the use of this site from educational and
leisure organisations including Devon Scouts, West Buckland school, Petroc Lifestyle Industries
and Outdoor Adventure,  Adventure Therapy, H2Outdoors and Active Escapes. They all require
safe guarding principles to be in place to allow for them to utilise the Water sports hub for their
participants. The partnership opportunities which this complex present are immeasurable.

Fence Height.
2.4m is the recommended height of fence for this purpose, but it is acceptable to reduce the

height from 2.4m to the suggested 2m and still remain compliant and achieve our overall aim. See
photo 1. Height Comparison. We will revert to a 2 m high fence, plan to follow.

Permeable design.
It was always the intention to reuse the original palisade fencing that formed the Y Sail compound
prior to the commencement of work. We can replace the palisade type Fence with a mesh fence
similar to that currently in use for the Fisherman's compound on the Cove. This is visually, far less
obtrusive See photo 2, as above plan to follow.

The enclosure is this size for a number of reasons.
- It will allow minibuses transporting users of the proposed complex, to enter a safe and secure
area prior to them disembarking.
- Transport of this nature is often driven by one of the teachers / guardians / carers. It would be
impracticable  for the driver to disembark the children and then leave them with insufficient
supervision, whilst they attempted to find appropriate parking for the vehicle and make their way
back to the complex. This size of complex would allow the transport vehicle to remain on site for
the duration of the activity.
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- Some users intend to transport their own equipment to the complex on a daily basis, on suitable
trailers. This area would allow for the vehicle and trailer to remain on site for the duration of the
activity.

External Kayak Storage.
This will not be installed as a matter of course, but will only be considered at the request of a Hub
organisational user. If fitted, we can agree a way of covering the storage to minimise visual
impact.

Landscaping
- We have already request to parks department, that the hedges which surround this site on three
side, be allowed to increase in height naturally, whilst maintaining the established width of the
hedges. This will reduce the impact of the site whist maintaining the green wedge and naturalistic
landscape. We have actioned this with the parks team,  but would be happy to submit a landscape
plan as a condition of the application.

30m fence line.
- Realistically, the length of this fence cannot be reduced whilst achieving the points set out
above. Consideration has now been given to softening the visual impact of this fence line by
incorporating natural planting in containers along this fence line. Photo 3. Area for planters. Again
this could be part of a Landscape plan.

We trust this addresses the items raised,  but please do let us know if any further detail is
required.

Myself and the Watersports Officer would be happy to attend the Planning Committee to present
our proposals and/or answer any questions if you feel this would be beneficial.

Best wishes

Helen

Mrs Helen M Bond BSc (Hons) MRICS
Property Manager
North Devon Council
Brynsworthy Environment Centre
Roundwells
Barnstaple
EX32 2GR








